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To Know Christ and Make Him Known 

                   PALM SUNDAY MAR. 25 @ 9:30 AM 

MON. MAR. 26 @ 7 PM 

TUES. MAR. 27 @ 7 PM 

WED. MAR. 28 @ 7 PM 

                 MAUNDY THURS MAR 29 @ 7 PM 

          GOOD FRIDAY CROSS WALK @ 8:30 (ST. JOHN’S) 

                JOINT GOOD FRIDAY PARISH SERVICE @ ST. JOHN’S 11 AM 

     EASTER SUNDAY @ 9:30 AM

http://www.stjohnsida.ca
http://stjohnsida.nexicom.net
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It has been less than 48 hours since we returned from Belize and I am still digesting the 
experience but I want to pass along some of the things I learned from our 2 weeks in that 
Central American country. One of the questions worth asking is: “How do we, from a developed 
country, show the love of Jesus to people in a developing country?”  These lessons, mostly 
drawn from watching Andy, or “Mr. Andy”, as he is known by the locals, are applicable to our 
own situation here in Cavan.   

1. Cultivate and maintain relationships over a period of time. Andy has been going to 
the same town (Dangriga) in Belize for the past 6 or 7 years.  Andy not only arranges for 
students to receive financial support so that they can attend school, he also keeps in 
touch with these students to make sure they are keeping their grades up.  He also 
makes an effort to meet and to get to know the entire family. On this visit Maureen found 
that the school principals were more receptive to her offer of counselling than they had 
been in the past. It takes time to get to know people and to build relationships of mutual 
trust and support. 

2. Partner with the local people.  Andy works with the local people to determine how he 
can best serve them.  He wants to ensure that there is “buy in” on their part. When we 
(Andy, Maureen, Trish, John McFarlane and I) painted the exterior of Christ The King 
Anglican Church we provided the paint, rollers and brushes (thanks to the generous 
contributions by you and others from Cavan) but about 20 local residents helped paint 
and the “foremen” were two very capable local men. One was the church Warden, the 
other a local painter.  Some of the painters were parishioners but many were not. On 
more than one occasion I heard Andy say to someone he met on the street, “Come by 
the church, we have a paintbrush with your name on it.”   

3. Use the gifts and skills that we already possess. Andy already knew about planting 
trees in Canada so it wasn’t a stretch to learn about planting trees in Belize.  Maureen 
used her counselling skills, from her career in Social Work, to lead the students in 
exercises to help them deal with stress. This was much appreciated by the teacher.  God 
gives each of us gifts and opportunities to use, develop and grow these gifts as we serve 
others.    

4. Persevere even when things don’t work out exactly as planned. There have been 
bumps in the road (e.g. misallocation of funds that needed to be redirected to the - 
original agreed - upon use; some fruit trees that an inattentive man mistook for weeds as 
he mowed the school lawn). There are bound to be obstacles in our way and things that 
don’t turn out the way we had hoped but we don’t lose heart or give up. 

These are some thoughts that come to mind as I reflect on the past two weeks.  Perhaps some 
of you will consider going with Andy to Belize. I would recommend it.   

Of course, it is not necessary to travel a great distance to show the love of Jesus and serve in 
his name.  Many of you are doing that here and now, in our own communities, places of work, 
among neighbours and family. 

Grace and Peace, Rev. Peter 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As this is being written, Peter and Trish are still in Belize on their mission trip with Andy, Maureen and 
John.  We are excited with the prospect of having Peter back to join our team once again.  We are 
also hoping that he will return with interesting stories about his experiences, and with a real sense of 
refreshment and renewal, even though we know he has been working hard.   We were pleased with 
the Vestry meeting, especially with the volunteers who stepped forward to accept new 
responsibilities, but also with the general spirit of willingness to accept our new financial challenges, 
putting our faith in God and moving forward following Jesus.  It was also a great time to recognize 
and say thanks to people like Sharon, Marion and Michele who are taking a break from long-time 
service in a particular ministry. 

     Of particular note, we are so excited to welcome Donna Morrison to our leadership group, as the 
new People's Deputy Warden.  If it wasn't made clear at the Vestry, we are also very grateful to our 
Treasurer, Jim Murdoch, for agreeing to stay on for one more year and continuing to offer his strong 
leadership and valuable suggestions with our financial challenges. 

      Before we even get a chance to land on our feet after Vestry, and to chart a course for 2018, we 
are busy filling out parochial returns, changing bank signing authority, and of course, preparing for 
the Irish Supper.  However, this too shall  pass, and we may have a chance to breathe in, do some 
dreaming and find out what God has in store for us. We had a great brainstorming time at Advisory 
Board in February, where we got lots of ideas for marking our 200th anniversary next year.  Please 
continue to  keep lines of communication open.  Pass on your ideas and suggestions.   Please hold 
us up in your prayers.   
  
Your wardens - Phil, Ted, Kim, Donna 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PRAYER 
 MINISTRY 

In the same way the Spirit also helps our 
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes 
for us with groanings too deep for words… 
Romans 8:26-27 

On every Communion Sunday, two members 
of the St. John's Prayer team ministry sit in 
prayer at the back of the church.  Our 
ministries’ mission is to be available to offer 
intercessory prayer for  any who would ask.  
The intercessory prayer is offered for personal 
needs or for prayers for others. 

Many times, as a prayer team, we don’t know 
the comforting words to speak but we do 
know that the Holy Spirit always intercedes 
on our behalf.  As a recipient of prayer from 
the prayer team, I am so grateful that 
someone else can lift up my concerns and 
sorrows to the Lord when I am not able to 
give voice to them myself. 

I would encourage all who would desire to 
share, in prayer and confidence, to visit the 
prayer team.  It is our very humble honour to 
sit in conversation and stillness with you as 
we listen to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit.   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Anointing…??? 

What do I need to do when I ask for anointing? 

Absolutely nothing….the Lay Anointer or Minister will pray for you and 
mark you with the sign of the cross.  In some cases, you might be given 
an opportunity to ask for specific prayers but even then, you can just say 
- please pray for me…. 

What is anointing? 

The act of anointing is an outward and visible sign of God’s inward 
healing and grace.  A Lay Anointer represents the community and uses 
consecrated oil to place the sign of the cross on your forehead.  This is 
accompanied by a prayer for healing, peace, comfort….all the power and 
grace of the Holy Spirit. 

Anointing is one means by which God, through the Holy Spirit, moves to 
make us whole in body, mind and soul.  My personal experience is that 
when I have been anointed, I feel God's healing power in my deepest 
parts; I have a sense of being strengthened by His Holy Spirit and an 
overwhelming peace. 
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HERE’S GOOD NEWS AND  
…….  MORE GOOD NEWS!


• As of the end of December, 
receipts for the Advent 
Conspiracy (and the Pikangikum 
Water Project) totalled more than 
$96,000.  This is in addition to 
the funds already set aside for 
Phase Three in the provision of 
running water in more homes in 
Pikangikum. 

• The One Roof Community Diner 
in downtown Peterborough 
reports that 74,300 meals 
(lunches and dinners) were 
served in 2017, with an average 
of 210 meals per day.  So far in 
2018, numbers of meals 
served have increased by 
34%!  

• A dedicated team of about twelve 
people from St. John’s help 
prepare and serve dinner on the 
second Monday of each month. 

• Here’s a question - is there 
any interest in forming a 
second team to prepare and 
serve lunch one day per 
month????? 

More Good News…… 
• Faithworks Sunday will be 

held on May 13th.  The 
special speaker will be the 
Rev. Chris Harper, in charge of 
work with Indigenous People in 
the Diocese of Toronto and on the 
staff of the Toronto Native Urban 
Ministry (a Faithworks supported 
agency.).   Mark the date on 
your calendar! 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Be strong and of good courage, do not be afraid, 
nor dismayed, for the Lord your God 

is with you wherever you go. 
Joshua 1:9 

St. John’s Quilters for Cancer started our eleventh year last September with a few familiar 
faces missing.  Two of our members moved, one to Huntsville and our own Marion Watson to 
British Columbia.  Bev Hilditch and Kathleen Stuckey decided it was time to retire.  They are 
missed but we still have a group of ten to fifteen enthusiastic quilters who arrive on the second 
and fourth Wednesday of each month and quickly turn the hall into a large sewing room.  
There are also two faithful ladies who hand-sew the bindings for us in their own homes. 

The quilts we make are distributed free of charge through Quilts for Cancer Peterborough 
County to anyone fighting cancer.  They not only provide physical warmth but are a sign of 
God’s love for them at a difficult time.  If you know someone who could benefit from one of 
these quilts you may make a request by phoning 705-875-5596 and leaving a message, or 
email cancerquiltsptbo@gmail.com.  You will be asked to provide the name, address and 
phone number of the recipient and yourself.  This information is kept confidential and is only 
required to ensure that duplicate quilts are not given out.  

Marion Montgomery   

mailto:cancerquiltsptbo@gmail.com
mailto:cancerquiltsptbo@gmail.com
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As this Easter 
newsletter is being 
prepared, our choir is 
diligently working at 
learning three 

anthems in 
preparation for our Easter services.   

“He Comes in the Name of the Lord”, our 
Palm Sunday anthem, portrays Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem as the 
crowds lining the streets sing their 
hosannas in praise to Jesus.  This anthem 
has a delightful interaction between the 
ladies’ and men’s voices and includes lilting 
melodies which grow in excitement and 
intensity right to its grand completion.   

The powerful message of our Good Friday 
anthem, “Calvary”, is expressed in the 
lyrics, “Lead me, Lord, once more to 
Calvary, to that hill of sacrifice that 
changed the world for me.”  It is a 
challenging, heavily syncopated anthem 
composed by Robin Mark. 

“Alleluia! Christ has Triumphed!”,  our 
Easter Sunday anthem, is a joyous 
celebration of Jesus’ triumph over sin and 
death.  The inclusion of the well-known 
hymn, “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”, 
offers our congregation the unique 
opportunity to join our choir in the singing 
of this section of the anthem. 

We, at St. John’s, Ida, are so blessed to 
have such a faithful, hard-working group 
of choir members who take immense joy 
in praising God and sharing His Word with 
us through their heartfelt singing.  Thank 
you, my “heaven sent choir” for all that 
you are and all that you do!  What a 
delight it is to experience the  fun and 
laughter during each choir practice as we 
ardently work to master new music 
together! 

In closing, may the music which we sing 
and play always be pleasing to our Lord 
Jesus Christ bringing honour and glory to 
His name.  

Wishing you many blessings at this 
Eastertide, Linda Parsons 

Former parishioners Deb & 
Chris Wood made a surprise 

visit … how wonderful to see 
them again! 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We will stand as children of the promise 
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward 
Till the race is finished and the work is done 

We’ll walk by faith and not by sight 

Lyrics from “By Faith” by Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend 
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We are 
back to a 
normal 
rhythm of 
activity 
after our 
Christmas 

and New Year's break.  Following our Bible Study of 
the familiar Christmas story, we have continued to 
look at the four gospels as they tell us about the 
early life of Jesus into the beginning of his ministry.  
Just this week we looked at the calling of the 
fishermen, as Jesus gathered his followers.  We 
enjoy our fellowship around the table with our 
'popcorn prayer' time and a very enthusiastic 
'checking in' time where we share what has been 
happening over the past week.   
       Our numbers fluctuate each week with the 
usual conflicts with sporting events, weekend travel, 
camps and illness.  We have a lot of highly involved 
and active young people.  Still, with a potential now 
of over 15, we average around the 10 to 12 mark.  
We have added one new member since Christmas, 
and with young people bringing friends to join them, 
it is possible we may get one or two more.   
     Danielle led us again for a baking session in the 
kitchen one week. An abundant number of tasty 
muffins were provided for our St. John's hospitality 
time after church.  Other than that, our activities 
have been mostly active games, with the emphasis 
on active.  I have tried to limit the frenzy a little with 
suggestions of board games, but rapid movement is 
preferred.  Joan Morris has been helping Peter and I 
since Christmas.  When Peter and Joan left for Belize 
and Israel, Danielle, Bill and Pam Stirton have kindly 
filled in.  Thanks so much to everyone for their 
support.  Ted and Nancy are always a big help.  
Parents are wonderful in their support of the kids.  
Please continue to offer suggestions and pray for 
these young people and this ministry.                             

Our adult 
education 
program 
continues 

through Lent with two Bible studies, an invitation to 
a time of personal meditation and two special 
speakers. 

The Monday evening women’s study is looking 
at “Thank God it’s Friday”, an examination of 
the profound significance of Christ’s crucifixion 
for all of humanity.  

The Tuesday evening group is working its way 
through the study, Perseverance” by Eugene 
Peterson.  It is an examination of some of the 
Psalms of Ascent, psalms 120 to 134. These 
psalms were sung by pilgrims on their way to 
worship in the temple as they “went up” to 
Jerusalem.  In an age of instant gratification, it 
explores the need for disciples of Christ to 
persevere in their walk with Him.  

Also, through Lent, Rev. Peter has invited each 
of us to work our way through the series of 
meditations, “Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of 
John”. Selected passages of scripture are 
commented on by brothers of the Society of St. 
John the Evangelist. We then read these same 
pieces of scripture and prayerfully reflect on 
them.  We are provided with a journal in which 
to record our thoughts. 

Another part of our Lenten program involves 
two special speakers.  Our first was Dr. Peter 
Robinson who spoke on “Discipleship and 
Mission” at a Saturday morning session 
followed by lunch.  We look ahead to our 
second speaker, Matt Kydd. 

Bible studies and speakers are ongoing parts 
of our adult education at St. Johns. They are 
open to anyone wanting to follow Christ. 

March 25, 2018 �8



A Community Church in the Anglican Tradition 2018 Easter Edition

 

We continue to gather with kids and their families on the first Thursday of 
the month. In February families worked on crafts and received teaching on 
The Lord’s Prayer. March’s theme was ‘The Bee-Attitudes’ where we 
learned about the instructions Jesus gave us to live a blessed life. Each of 
our evenings culminates in fellowship over a wonderful meal.

We will meet again April 5th and May 3rd from 5-7pm. You are welcome to 
join us and bring other young friends who may not have any church experience so they can 
meet Jesus and learn to follow Him with us. 

 

A.C.W. HAPPENINGS 

Since the Narrative Budget was published, we have a few things to share. We have 
served the Millbrook and District Lions a delicious dinner and hosted two funeral 
receptions. By publication time, we hope to have cleaned all the chairs in the hall and 
held a coleslaw ‘chopping bee’ for the Irish Supper.

In April, we will serve lunch to the retired O.P.P. officers. We’ll also host our popular 
‘Spring Fling’ Thursday, April 19th where we join together for a pot-luck supper and 
follow with a Silent Auction’ run by our entertaining auctioneers, Phil and Ted. If you are 
uncertain of what is auctioned; it is anything (not too large) in good condition that you no 
longer need or would like to regift.  All in the congregation are welcome to join in the fun.  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Next Messy Church - 
Thursday April 5th 

from 5 - 7 PM. Come 
and bring a friend!
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Annual Irish Supper -  
Sat. March 17th, 2018

HOPE IN GOD 
Christ is the world’s redeemer, 
The lover of the pure, 
The fount of heavenly wisdom, 
Our trust and hope secure; 
The armour of his soldiers, 
The Lord of earth and sky; 
Our health while we are living, 
Our life when we shall die. 

To all the pie bakers, stew makers, potato 
peelers and mashers, cabbage shredders, 
ticket sellers, decorators, food servers, 
table clearers, beverage pourers, pot 
scrubbers, dish washers, and so many 
others, THANK YOU.  St. John's annual 
St. Patrick's Day Irish Supper was a 
record success with over 90 take-out 
meals and over 280 sit-down meals.


It was a wonderful celebration of 
community fellowship.  God is faithful.   


Danielle and Phil
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What can you tell us about your 
life before faith in Christ took hold? 

In my teenage years, I was stubborn and rebellious.  
I was frustrated by school and felt that I wasn’t 
loved or appreciated by my family.  I wanted 
freedom to “do it my own way” and I thought I knew 
it all.  I didn’t want to follow the ways dictated by 
my parents.  Even though I had grown up in the 
Presbyterian Church and had been taught about the 
love of God, I didn’t truly know Jesus.


What stirred you to take Jesus seriously? 

In 1982, after struggling through grade 12, I flew 
“the coop”.  I moved to Banff, Alberta to take a 
summer job (the freedom from family/parents that I 
had yearned for).  Left to myself, living in the YWCA 
without a job or friends, Jesus found me!  I was at 
my wits end - applying for job after job - when I was 
hired at a fast food restaurant.  The owner normally 
hired his summer help from a Bible college and so, 
all of a sudden, I was rooming with girls who DID 
know Jesus and who wanted to share His love with 
me.


Some people have a “lightening bolt” 
conversion, while others experience more of a 
gradual sunrise in their faith.  Was there a 
moment when it all made sense or was it more 
of a process? 

Shortly after starting work at the restaurant, I started 
attending St. George In the Pines Anglican Church.  
I was touched and drawn to the Anglican liturgy as 
well as the focus on Father, Son & Holy Spirit.  The 

weekly Holy Communion service was a time for me 
to meet Jesus - each and every week - and where 
the Holy Spirit stirred my soul.  I guess it was “a 
process”.  The culmination (and also the start of my 
new Christian journey) was on Sunday March 25th, 
1984 when I made public my desire to follow Jesus 
at my confirmation service in Canmore, Alberta.  I 
was 20 years old, living on my own in a province far 
away from family but I knew that I was being 
welcomed into a different family…the family of the 
one true and risen Lord.  That was 34 years ago this 
week!


In what ways has your faith in Christ made a 
difference in your life? 

I have walked a lot of different paths in the past 34 
years including suffering from a serious illness.  I 
know that the Lord healed me and has transformed 
me as a person ….I try to no longer ask “why me” 
but “what next Lord?”


If there is one thing you would want the world to 
know from your experience with God, what 
would it be? 

That each of us is His child - He loves us even when 
we don’t love ourselves.  We are His beloved and 
because we are saved through Jesus - our 
Heavenly Father will always hold us in the palm of 
His hand.  We journey knowing that “faith is 
confidence in what we hoped for and assurance 
about what we do not see”. (Hebrews 11:1)
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Rev. Peter asked our new Newsletter Editor to share 
her  faith journey.  Here, Cathy Olley shares a bit of her 

story….
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Memorable Moments!

And more 

Pictures…


