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Advent Reflections 
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9:2) 
 
I try to go for a good walk most 
mornings. I take Sundays off 
and if it is raining out I don‟t go 
and if I have had a rotten sleep 
I skip it and if I need to hit the 
road particularly early I give it a 
miss. At this time of year, it is 
dark when I leave the house – 
very dark. One of my routes 
includes a path through the 
woods at Fleming College. This 
morning I took the path and 
even though it was dark I could 
see clearly enough to stay on it. 
I whistled while I walked 
because I didn‟t want to sneak 
up on an unsuspecting family of 
foxes. 
 
At times, I am mystified at how 
intelligent, fine, respectable 

people live 
their lives 

without 

reference to Jesus and the 
Church he established. Why 
doesn‟t everyone see the 
richness of meaning, and 
purpose and the joy that comes 
from learning to follow Jesus in 
the fellowship of the Church?  
Walking in the light (life lived in 
relationship to the living God) is 
much more pleasant than 
walking in the dark (life lived 
without reference to God). 
 
Two possible explanations 
come to mind. One is that many 
of us are able to make do in the 
dark, just as I did this morning 
walking along the path. We are 
able to stay on the course and 
navigate the obstacles of life.  
And we just consider this 
“normal”. As a result, we see no 
need for “the light.”  A second 
possible explanation as to why 
some of us live without 
reference to Jesus and the 
church is that while we are in 
the dark there is enough 

artificial 
light that 
we don‟t 
recognize the „great light‟. In 
our cities at night there is 
something called “light 
pollution”.  In downtown 
Toronto, it is next to impossible 
to see the constellations, even 
on a cloudless night.  In our 
world full of wonderful things, it 
is easy to get distracted – by 
good things, I hasten to add – 
and fail to recognize the „great 
light‟ that has come in Jesus. 
 
My prayer for myself and for us 
all is that during this Advent 
season, this season of 
preparation, we would have a 
deep awareness of the 
darkness so that we would 
have an even greater 
awareness of the „great light‟ 
that comes to us in Jesus, “the 
light of the world”. And that we 
would know the joy that comes 
from walking in this light! 

Every Blessing, 
Peter (Rev.) 

 

 

 

 

Q and A 

I was asked recently, “Why are 
we singing a different version of 
“The Gloria” for our communion 
services? 
The simple reason is that I felt it 
was time for a change.  We 
have been using the same tune 
for a number of years and I  

thought it would be a good 
exercise for us to try something 
new. I realize there is great 
value in the familiar. We don‟t 
have to think too much about 
what we are singing and our 
attention can go right to God.  
But the advantage of something 
new is that we might deepen 
our engagement and focus on 

God.  The choice of a Celtic 
tune for the Gloria was because 
of our Irish roots. I thought it 
might suit us. I suggest we try it 
for the next few months and 
then decide if we want to 
continue to use it.  
 

Rev. Peter 
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Rev. Peter asked our Student Assistant Joan Morris if she would be willing to share her story of coming to faith 
in Jesus.   
  
Joan what can you tell us 
about your life before faith in 
Christ took hold?  
 
I was raised as an Anglican 
and attended St. Barnabas 
Church in Peterborough until I 
was married at nineteen.  
Unfortunately I took a break 
from church for far too many 
years.  I went back to church in 
2000 after my separation from 
my first husband.  I have 
always believed in God, but He 
always seemed more of a 
figurehead to me, not someone 
real, or someone whom I could 
rely on, or talk to.  My prayers 
were more intercessional – 
always for someone else's 
benefit.  
 
What stirred you to take 
Jesus seriously?  
 
After moving from Nova Scotia 
back to Ontario in 2009, I 
became involved at St. 
Athanasius Anglican Church in 
Orillia, as a warden as well as 
reading the lessons during the 
services.  In September 2012 
we had a new (new to us) priest 
who was very inspirational and 
encouraging.  I thoroughly 
enjoyed the services, but I still 
wasn't completely hooked.  In 
2013 I took some time off work 
to get over some stress-related 
issues, and my priest came by 
to pray with, and for, me.  She 

laid hands on me, and the 
stress seemed to vanish.  I truly 
met Jesus that day.   My life 
changed.  My attitude 
changed.  I started studying the 
Bible with the intention to really 
learn something.  I 
started training to become a lay 
reader.  

Some people have a 
'lightening bolt' conversion, 
while others experience more 
of a gradual sunrise in their 
faith. Was there a moment 
when it all made sense to 
you, or was it more of a 
process?  
 
As mentioned above, my "aha" 
moment took place in my 
apartment in Orillia.  During the 
praying and the laying on of 

hands (my first experience with 
that), there was a lot of tears – 
a release.  I felt Christ's 
presence.  I felt the stress melt 
away.  
 
In what ways has your faith in 
Christ made a difference in 
your life?  
 
That day in 2013, a seed was 
planted, which ultimately grew 
into the knowledge that I could 
do so much more than just read 
the lessons in church.  I needed 
to know more about God.  I 
needed to build my life around 
Him. I surrounded myself with 
Christian friends, and Christian 
learning.  In 2015, I was able to 
retire from my banking career, 
and start the Masters of Divinity 
program at Wycliffe College.  I 
don't feel stress the way I used 
to.  I trust in God to help me 
through the rough spots, which 
are far less frequent now.  I 
love every minute of my life.  
 
If there is one thing you 
would want the world to 
know from your experience 
with God, what would it be?  
 
Trust in God.  He will answer 
your prayers, whether you 
realize it at the time, or 
not.  God will always know what 
is best for you.  
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A Spiritual Journey 

Sometimes, as we live our lives, we wander, or lose 

our way.  I did.  I wandered for a very long time, 

many, many years in fact,…although my life did not 

begin this way. 

I was born into a loving, Christian family.  I was baptized.  I grew 

up going to church and Sunday school.  I believed in God.  I knew 

Jesus loved me, “…for the Bible tells me so...” The seed of faith 

was planted, watered, and nurtured in me. 

One of my early childhood memories takes me back to the streets of 

Montreal.  I remember walking with my mother, enjoying the sight of 

pigeons feeding in the park, and passing Nuns along the way. To me, at my very 

young age, the Nuns represented God and Jesus.  I didn‟t understand what that meant, 

but I was glad to see them, and to know that God and Jesus lived in Montreal.   

A year or two later, when I was six or seven years old, my grandmother died, and my 

father came home from the hospital and told my brothers and I, that Gramma had gone to 

be with God in Heaven.  I pictured, in my young mind, Gramma floating up through the sky 

towards Heaven.  It was a beautiful vision! 

In later years however, for many years after I left home, I wandered, not knowing who I was, or 

what I wanted to do with my life.  I was no longer directly connected to the church.  At times I 

was far away from God, living a sinful life.  In fact, I was lost, and searching, but not knowing what 

I was searching for.  I called upon God only when I desperately needed Him, and He answered my 

prayers. I felt guilty sometimes:  only occasionally praying to God when I needed His help.  “What 

was I doing for God in return?” I thought to myself. 

This way of life continued for many, many years, until I met a new friend.  This friend was a shining 

example to me, a „Christian in full bloom‟, I like to say.  She shared her faith with me, taught me, and told 

me that I could have a personal relationship with God.  This was news to me.  I was curious.  I thought 

God was up there somewhere, far away, looking down on me at times, but from a great distance.  I 

continued to learn from my new friend, but she always told me that it was not she who was 

reaching and teaching me, but God, working through her. 

God continued to place other people in my path, who offered encouragement 

along the way. 

Eventually, I returned to this church where I had spent my teenage years, and 

where I was now again, warmly welcomed.  God‟s word was spoken here, lived 

here, and I was touched by His love. 

Still, I struggled within. 

Something was holding me back. 

A few months later a request was made for words of thankfulness from the 

congregation. 

I began to write, and something of my inner struggle became clearer to me. I knew God was with me, but I had 

not been always with God. For so long, I had not admitted my sins, was not truly sorry, and therefore could not 

ask for forgiveness.  But I had been listening and learning, and seeking and praying, and asking God to fill my 

heart with the Holy Spirit.  I thanked God for giving me faith, and I now asked for forgiveness… but I did not 

believe I was forgiven.  I did not believe I was worthy. 

A few days later, in church, God was with us.  Again, God touched me, through his people. 
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And the next day, as I was out walking, delivering the mail on a certain street, I suddenly felt the overwhelming, 

undeniable, loving presence of God surrounding me.   God was right here, right now, with me!  I could feel His 

presence!  I knew I was not alone:  I was walking with God.  While walking in the sunshine, while walking under 

clouds, God was with me, beside me, above me, in me, and I knew He would always be with me.  I finally 

believed that I had been forgiven.  I experienced a renewed commitment of faith, as I realized God‟s 

commitment to me. 

My life changed.  My life was transformed.  

 

I am so extremely grateful to God for revealing Himself to me in such a profound and marvellous way, giving 

me the gift of the knowledge of His love and commitment to me, His ever presence 

in my life, and forgiveness through His son Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 

Thank you God.  Thank you Jesus. 

 …..That was about thirteen years ago. 

From that time forward I have continued on this journey, learning and growing and at 

times struggling.  My faith has been tested, and I have hung on by a very thin thread.   

By the grace of God, that thread has not broken.  I have also had moments of clarity, 

when the Holy Spirit has compelled me to go to a stranger…I felt I had no choice in the 

matter…to listen, to give, and to share God‟s love.  I have seen Jesus, in the overflowing of 

love for each other, in the kindness and compassion shown to another, in a loving touch, in 

powerful prayer. 

Occasionally, but less and less frequently, I have wondered:   Why?   Why did I have to 

wander for so long in my life?  Why did I have to make so many mistakes, and still be suffering 

the consequences to this day? If I had known then what I know now, my life would be different 

(how cliché, I know).I wouldn‟t be where I am today…and maybe that is the point! Maybe, I 

wouldn‟t feel as close to God and Jesus, as I do today. Maybe, when you come from the depths of 

despair, you feel so deeply the saving grace of our Father in Heaven, who has forgiven a sinner like me, 

through the sacrifice of His son Jesus Christ.    

Transformed, and being transformed, through the power of the Holy Spirit within, we grow in Christ, and step 

forward in faith, to the glory of God, sharing His word, His love, His mercy, and His light with all others.  

Thank you God.  Thank you Jesus.  Thank you Holy Spirit. 

                            Sandy S. 

 

        Taking Jim MacDonald out for a day fishing and then lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fred Marshall, Jim McDonald, Paul Holder 
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       Outreach Advent  
 

 

It's Advent Conspiracy time again!! You know how it works - buy one (or 

more) less Christmas present than you otherwise might purchase, and 

donate the money not spent to the ADVENT CONSPIRACY. Money thus 

donated goes to PWRDF to support Phase 3 of the Water Project in 

Pikangikum. Donations can be made through St. John's. Special gift cards 

will be available to give to those on your list who have everything. Join the 

CONSPIRACY! 

 

Good news!! Outreach donations of $500 have been made to: 

 Millbrook District Foodshare 
 Habitat for Humanity Peterborough 
 AURA - for support of refugee resettlement 
 KAIROS - for support of church-related justice work about climate change, and reconciliation with 

                                        Canada's First Nations 
 
Donations of $1000 have been made to: 
 Street Hope Ministries Peterborough 
 Diocese of the Arctic 
 Warming Room Ministries - to support the Warming Room and One Roof Diner helping the homeless in 

                                         downtown Peterborough. 

A huge thank you for the generosity with which you have supported the 

Outreach Committee this year, and special thanks to the faithful team of 

10-12 who volunteer each month at the One Roof Diner.  

                                             John Amesbury 

 

ST. JOHN’S CHOIR  
      Love to sing...why not join the choir.   
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The wardens  
As the current church year 
winds down, and Advent calls 
us to look ahead to new 
beginnings, your wardens 
would like to join with all of you, 
in publicly expressing our 
thanks to God for His great 
faithfulness and rich blessings 
throughout this year.  We also 
thank Peter for his continued 
strong leadership, and 
unwavering support.  The St. 
John family is an amazing 
group of individuals who 
continue to build up the body of 
the church through their 
dedication to so many 
wonderful ministries.  We are 
constantly amazed, and so very 
thankful for all that you do.   

We give thanks for the 
wonderful year of growth 
experienced by the Cherif 
family, our sponsored family, as 
a result of the loving efforts of 
their ministry team and so many 
others.  We all get to share in a 
priceless gift of joy through their 
participation in the life of the 
church.  We salute the 
incredible job done by the 
Cavan Run committee, 
assembling a huge team of 
volunteers to bring about a 
great day of memories and 
successes.  The lasting beauty 
of our gardens around the 
church and halls is a daily 
testament to the work of the 
volunteer gardeners who 
stepped up to assist our 
temporarily fallen leader.   
Meanwhile, the heroic efforts of 
our legendary ACW ladies, 
which benefit the church in so 
many, often unheralded ways, 
are beyond words.  Due to the 
efforts of one particular family, 
we are further blessed by the 
fellowship of Tuesday Nite 
dinners, now an institution in 
itself.  TEAMWORK 

In our church services this 
summer, we had a real learning 
opportunity through the sermon 
series on the Beatitudes, 
provided by our team of lay 
readers and ministers. We are 
thankful as well for our Chancel 
Guild team who maintain the 
beauty of the church, and for 
the audio-visual volunteers who 
operate our service screen from 
the back of the church.  

Meanwhile, our wonderful choir 
and director, continue to 
provide us with inspiring, 
energizing, music. Lastly, our 
hospitality volunteers provide a 
welcoming environment for 
fellowship and mutual support.  
TEAMWORK 

The fall start-up after summer is 
such an exciting time at St. 
John's.  With our Children's 
Festival, we officially kick off 
Sunday School, Messy Church 
and Youth Group, each with 
their own ministry team.  Like a 
well-oiled machine, other 
activities such as Bible studies, 
Rural Connections, Men's 
Breakfast, Quilting, Exercise 
Group, and School Breakfasts, 
also swing into step.  It's a busy 
place.  Leading by example, a 
trio of dishwashers 
demonstrated how each of us 
can make a big difference.  
TEAMWORK 

Would you believe that I still 
haven't mentioned our prayer 
teams, our sides people, our 
OUTREACH group and 
especially their recent efforts in 
Peterborough helping to 
provide dinners for those in 
need, our cemetery board, our 
worship and liturgy committee,  
our property committee, our 
secretary and treasurers, our 
advisory board, and the person 
who created this newsletter.  If I 

overlooked any ministry, it was 
not intended.  God sees all.  It 
takes a village as we help each 
other continue to follow Jesus 
and learn from Him.   WOULD 
YOU BELIEVE THAT WE 
STILL NEED PEOPLE TO 
TAKE ON SOME IMPORTANT 
MINISTRIES WHICH ARE 
GOING TO BECOME 
VACANT?  PLEASE LISTEN 
TO ANNOUNCEMENTS, 
PRAY, AND IF IT APPLIES, 
ANSWER GOD'S CALL. 

 As your leadership team 
prepares for budget planning 
for next year, we also need to 
prayerfully consider our givings.  
As we sadly witness the closing 
of so many churches, we 
recognize how much we have 
been blessed by God, and how 
much we need to continue to be 
faithful stewards.  Your 
generous givings of time, 
talents and resources, have 
allowed us to continue to be 
that church on the hill, a light 
reflecting God's glory to our 
neighbourhoods and beyond.  
We ask you to support our 
upcoming talent and services 
auction in that same spirit, and 
to continue to pray for God's 
continued grace in the life and 
growth of this church.  We now 
have young ambassadors in 
South Korea and Estonia, to 
add to our current outreach in 
other distant places.  Just ask.  
Scripture reminds us that others 
will know we are Christians by 
our love and by our unity.  
Please continue to bring us 
your concerns and ideas.  They 
are needed and welcomed. 
                                                              
Your servants in Christ,                                                                
Sharon, Phil, Ted, Kim  



ST. JOHN’S YOUTH GROUP 
he St. John's Youth Group 
has been up and running 
again since mid-September.  

We are really pleased to see a 
small increase in our numbers, 
as we now have young people 
from 3 new families in the 
community.  As always, our 
numbers are still up and down.  
Young people today have very 
active lives.  We are so blessed 
when we can provide one of 
these activities.  Happily, Peter 
and I have been joined by 
Jennifer Robertson and Bill 
Stirton, when they can be 
available, in providing 

leadership for the group.  In our 
Bible Studies we have been 
looking at the various ways 
Jesus is portrayed in scripture.  
So far, we have looked at Jesus 
as the Lamb of God, the good 
shepherd, the servant of God, 
the true vine, the cornerstone, 
the light of the world, the bread 
and water of life, and the King. 
We enjoyed making cookies for 
sharing with others at St. John's 
during hospitality time.  Thanks 
again to Danielle for her 
wonderful way with our youth.  
We have also done some 
painting for Thanksgiving along 

with the usual 
variety of board games, circle 
games and active games.  We 
offer our thanks to God for His 
presence in what we do, and for 
His faithfulness in keeping our 
program going. 
 

                         Phil Winslow

 

ACW                                                                                                                                   

A faithful group 

of dedicated 

women recently 

assembled to 

review the 

services they 

have rendered or will be 

involved in before the year‟s 

end. Pies have been baked and 

frozen and are available for 

$10. Church calendars were 

ordered and dispersed among 

the congregation. We provided 

refreshments after Rachelle 

McPhail‟s funeral. 

We look forward to serving 

lunch to the Trent-Durham Lay 

Readers in November. For our 

Church Family Christmas lunch, 

we will prepare a hot main 

course to be accompanied by 

salads and desserts that diners 

will bring along. 

We are thankful to all the 

women and men who offer their 

support to this ministry. 

 

                   Nancy Hodgkinson

 

 

FLAME CONFERENCE 

 

October 27-29 the 63rd annual 

FLAME conference was held at 

the Salvation Army Conference 

Center on Lake Simcoe at 

Jackson‟s Point. Nine men from 

our parish attended; eight from 

St. John‟s and one from Christ 

Church. 

The speaker, the Reverend 

Warren Leibovitch, spoke on 

“Transformed by Truth”, an 

exposition on the first two 

verses of Romans 12. We 

discussed the pressure society 

exerts upon Christians to make 

us conform to secular values 

and priorities. These influences 

can be so subtle we may be 

unaware that they are even 

influencing our thinking and 

actions. To counter these 

powerful secular influences we 

need “to be transformed by the 

renewing of our minds.” This 

new way of understanding can 

only be accomplished through 

prayer, the thoughtful reading of 

scripture, worship and letting 

God into all aspects of our lives. 

As in the past, this weekend 

provided everyone the 

opportunity to renew old 

friendships, relax, have fun and 

grow spiritually. All who 

attended are looking forward to 

next year and there is always 

room for more. Consider 

coming next year. 

T 

 



 

Beauty 
As pretty a sight as can be seen 

a wandering brook in forest green. 

Deep holes hiding ticklish trout 
waiting for may flies to come out. 

What joy it is to walk the bank 
and feel the mosses cool and dank. 

Fiddleheads coiled, trilliums wild, 
trout pools roiled. 

I am spoiled by beauty everywhere. 
Thank you, Lord, for bringing me here. 

                                     By Jim McDonald 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
“(God) leads the humble in 

what is right, and teaches the 

humble His way.” 

(Psalm 25:9) 

Our two Bible 

Studies started 

up again in mid 

September. The 

Monday night 

women‟s first 

studied the 

Lord‟s Prayer 

and is presently 

looking at the Ten 

Commandments. 

The Tuesday night study, which 

follows our weekly supper, 

initially looked at the scriptures 

for the upcoming Sundays and 

then launched into the six week 

Pilgrim course on the Ten 

Commandments. 

The Ten Commandments can 

be understood as rules to live 

by. Rules that most people 

think they can keep. However, 

as we study Jesus‟ teaching, 

we find he gives each of the 

commandments a fuller 

meaning. It is then we are 

struck by the realization that 

none of us can keep the Law. 

For example, the 

commandment “You shall not 

murder,” would seem to be a 

Law most people would not 

break. But Jesus tells us that 

from God‟s perspective we can 

murder each other not just with 

weapons but with words that 

strip away human dignity or by 

anger that destroys 

relationships. (See Matthew 5: 

21-24) 

We begin to understand what 

the apostle Paul means when 

he states, “Therefore, no one 

will be declared righteous in 

(God‟s) sight by observing the 

law; rather, through the law we 

become conscious of sin” 

(Romans3:20) 

Consequently, the fundamental 

work of the church is not 

teaching people how to be 

good; but rather it is bringing 

them into relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 

 “If you 

remain 

in Me 

and I in 

you, you 

will bear 

much fruit; apart from Me you 

can do nothing. (John 15:5b)  

One way of remaining in Jesus 

is to read the scripture and 

consider what it teaches us 

about the way we live. This is 

what we do in our Bible studies. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, we share 

our insights and together we 

learn how to follow Jesus. 

Everyone is welcome to join 

one of our study groups. No 

experience is necessary; no 

theological degree needed- just 

a desire to follow Jesus more 

closely. For more information 

talk to Rev. Peter, a warden or 

a study group member. 

 

          Ted Hodgkinson



MESSY 
CHURCH 

or those families who are 

looking for an alternative 

to Sunday worship or who 

are unfamiliar with church or 

enjoy coming together to do 

„messy things‟, Messy Church 

is the answer. It meets on the 

first Thursday of the month from 

5-7 pm. Through crafts, games 

songs, story and prayer we 

discover new things about our 

journey to follow Jesus. 

Our October Thanksgiving 

theme challenged us to show 

our thanks to God by our 

actions as well as our words.  

We encouraged everyone to 

intentionally begin “Thanks 

Living”. This involves giving 

God honour and glory by 

treating others kindly and 

helping where we can. 

Friends and families are always 

welcome to take part or help 

out. 

 

       Nancy Hodgkinson

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCREENING IN FAITH 

WORKSHOP 
In the 

Anglican 

Diocese of 

Toronto, and more particularly 

at St. John‟s, Ida, those people 

who offer themselves in a 

church ministry that involves 

children, seniors or money are 

required to take part in a 

workshop which deals with 

issues of sexual misconduct. 

This is meant to help the 

participants to be aware of 

situations in which sexual 

harassment, exploitation or 

assault may occur and how to 

respond to them. 

The policy which covers these 

issues is available from our 

Church secretary or Rev. Peter. 

There is also a policy brochure 

tacked on some of the bulletin 

boards in the hall. 

If you ever have questions 

about these issues, please talk 

to Rev. Peter or a warden. 

           Nancy Hodgkinson 

 

F 



 The Light Turned Yellow 
The light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the crosswalk, even though he 
could have beaten the red light by accelerating through the intersection. The tailgating woman was furious and 
honked her horn, screaming in frustration, as she missed her chance to get through the intersection, dropping 

her cell phone and makeup. 
  
As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face 
of a very serious police officer. The officer ordered her to exit her car with her hands 
up. 
  
He took her to the police station where she was searched, fingerprinted, photographed, 
and placed in a holding cell. 
   
After a couple of hours, a policeman approached the cell and opened the door. 
  

She was escorted back to the booking desk where the arresting officer was waiting with her personal effects. 
  
He said, "I'm very sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car 
while you were blowing your horn, flipping off the guy in front of you and cussing 
a blue streak at him. I noticed your 'What Would Jesus Do' bumper sticker, the 
'Choose Life' license plate holder, the 'Follow Me to Sunday-School' bumper 
sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk, so naturally ... 
I assumed you had stolen the car." 
  

 

 

REFLECTIONS ON PRAYER AT ST. JOHN’S, IDA 
As we finished worshipping on 

the first Sunday of October, I 

was moved to reflect on how 

meaningful the power of prayer 

is among us. 

The day began as it does each 

Sunday at 8:45 am with some 

of us gathering for a brief time 

of prayer when we ask God‟s 

Holy Spirit to go before us as 

our church family gathers to 

worship together. Anyone is 

welcome to join us at the back 

of the church. 

During our worship service, 

corporately, we sought God‟s 

forgiveness and mercy and 

thanked Him for His Grace 

upon our lives. The Prayers of 

the People were prepared and 

led by one of our intercessors; 

then during communion a 

number of people took their 

requests for healing or direction 

to be lifted up before God with 

our prayer team and/or with our 

lay anointer. 

As we closed our service, we 

were led by Linda and the choir 

in the singing of “Send us out in 

the power of your Spirit, Lord” 

An apt ending for a time of 

much prayer. 

We are always encouraged by 

Rev. Peter to talk to God daily 

and to take time to listen to His 

voice. To help with our personal 

prayer, the library has a number 

of books on prayer, the BAS 

offers prayers for all occasions 

and, of course, scripture is full 

of rich prayers. 

Perhaps as we enter Advent, 

we could commit to growing in 

our relationship with God 

through prayer. 

 

               Nancy Hodgkinson
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Today we have mixed emotions 

For one it will be his last day. 

Of course he is not dying 

He is just moving away 

Reid Watson is the member 

Out west is where he will abode, 

It must be a major decision 

I am sure he can carry the load. 

We will miss his athletic contortions 

His trade mark he always used, 

To the amusement of opponents 

While his partner was totally confused. 

His hand waving gestures he used 

With a left leg held waist high, 

Results were not always completed 

No matter how hard he did try. 

It was not his playing ability 

Or at times he exclaimed “gee-wiz”, 

It was his good personality 

Why we loved the man that he is. 

We will all miss him 

That we truly confess 

As you trod life‟s pathways 

Friend Reid we say “God bless”. 

 

(by Bob Spitz on the departure of Reid Watson to 

BC. both are part of St. John‟s Shurlers) 
 

Believe it or not...this is Pastor Peter at  

the “ Cavan Hills Run” and he didn’t run!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reid and Marion, you will be missed! 
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On a recent trip to Ireland, I found this prayer while touring Kylemore Abbey in 

County Connemara. 

 

                 

      I SAID A PRAYER FOR YOU TODAY 

 

I said a prayer for you today 
And know God must have heard. 

I felt the answer in my heart 
Although He spoke no word. 

I didn’t ask for wealth or fame, 
(I knew you wouldn’t mind) 

I asked Him to send treasurers 
Of a far more lasting kind. 

I asked that He’d be near to you 
At the start of each new day 

To grant you health and blessings 
And friends to share your way. 
I asked for happiness for you 
In all things great and small. 
But it was for His loving care 

I prayed the most of all. 
 

Ara Dia dhuit 
(God bless you), 

       Dougall 
 

 
 

  Rogation Sunday 

   

Bill Stirton 

Michele Fowler 
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Rogation Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Canada‟s 150th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

               

Bishop MacDonald 
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     Celebrating One Year in Canada 
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          Advent & Christmas Services 
 

 

 

December 17
th
  at  9:30 a.m.  The Christmas Story in Word and Song        

(a.k.a. Lessons and Carols) 

December 24
th
 at  9:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

December 24
th
 at  7:00 p.m.  Family Service with Holy Communion 

December 25
th
 at  9:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

December 31
st
 at  9:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


