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Season of Pentecost 

 



 

What is the point of the 

Church? 

“Every day they continued to 

meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts” 

(Acts 2:46). 

Paul Tournier quipped: “There 

are two things we cannot do 

alone. We cannot get married 

and we cannot be a Christian.” 

(p. 37 Philip Yancey, Church: 

Why Bother?) The idea that we 

cannot be a Christian on our 

own may strike us as odd. We 

have probably heard people 

say, “Oh, Phyllis (or Clarence, 

or whoever, you can fill in the 

blank) is a wonderful Christian!” 

Or they might even say, “Phyllis 

is more of a Christian than the 

people who go to church on 

Sunday!” When someone says 

this, she is making a statement 

about the quality of Phyllis‟ 

character. She is saying that 

Phyllis is a genuinely good 

person. For many people in our 

culture, “Christian” = “being 

good”. Now, in a way that is 

quite wonderful that people 

associate being a Christian with 

exemplary behaviour but of 

course the problem arises when 

Phyllis has no illusions of being 

a Christian. Perhaps she is an 

atheist, Buddhist, Hindu, Jew or 

Muslim.  To call Phyllis a 

Christian might be 

presumptuous and even 

offensive.  Phyllis might 

respond, “How dare you call me 

a Christian. I can‟t stand them! I 

am a Neo-Marxist Materialist 

Atheist!” And another problem 

with making “Christian” 

synonymous with “good 

behaviour” is that it 

demonstrates a narrow and 

impoverished understanding of 

the church and what it means to 

be a Christian. 

Paul Tournier understood that 

to be a Christian is to be part of 

the Church.  There are no 

“Lone Ranger” Christians.  St. 

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, 

(died September 14th 285) 

expressed the same idea this 

way, "You cannot have God for 

your Father if you do not have 

the Church for your mother.” 

But why is it important to be 

part of a Church? Why is it 

important to meet with followers 

of Jesus on a regular basis?  

We probably all have our own 

slightly different answers to that 

question (encouragement, 

support, learning, growth, 

refueling for the week, etc.). In 

reading the Bible we see that 

the church is God‟s idea. It is 

true that God is interested in 

individuals BUT he is not 

interested in leaving us as 

isolated independent 

individuals. God‟s desire is to 

form a community that will 

serve as a sign in the world. 

Just as the Holy Spirit animated 

Jesus‟ life and the “Word 

became flesh” so the Holy Spirit 

comes to bring us to life and 

draw us into a living breathing 

community that embodies 

God‟s intentions for the world. 

In this community God is 

praised, sin is named, the gift of 

repentance is embraced, 

absolution is announced, lives 

are reordered, restored and 

renewed. All of this points to the 

reality of God‟s coming 

kingdom. Does this sound like 

the kind of church that you want 

to be part of? Forming this 

community is our primary 

calling and this can only 

happen as we meet regularly 

and learn to “do life” together. 

Stay tuned for information 

regarding how we can grow 

more fully into God‟s vision for 

us. 

Grace and Peace, 

                              Peter 
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Wardens  
Spring is 

here, the 

robins 

are back 

and 

singing, 

the 

daffodils are blooming, it is 

Pentecost Sunday as we 

celebrate the coming of the 

Holy Spirit.  It is truly a time to 

rejoice. 

 

Our Lenten speaker was Sylvia 

Keesmat.  Her format was 

“Following Jesus the Prophet: 

Becoming a New People. 

 Holy Week was a time of Holy 

Eucharist each evening and 

ending on Maundy Thursday. 

We had a moving Good Friday 

service and a beautiful, joyous 

Easter Sunday service.   

 

From the time of the last 

newsletter we have been very 

busy. We started off with a trip 

to The Church of St. Jude 

(Wexford) Scarborough in 

January to witness Augusto 

Nunez being ordained.  There 

were about 40 people from St. 

John‟s Ida who attended.  It 

was a wonderfully moving time 

for Augusto who has been truly 

blessed.  Augusto has been 

rewarded for hard work and 

many sacrifices to reach his 

goal. 

We thank Fred Marshall for 

organizing the bus and being 

able to get us there on time.   

 

February was Vestry month.  A 

time for the budget review, 

great job Jim, and the 

leadership changes were 

announced.  We are so blessed 

to have the gifted people we 

have in our Ministries.  We 

applaud our Ministry people 

who give of their time each year 

for the betterment of the 

Church.  God looks after us in 

so many ways. 

 

Paul Davidson resigned from 

the Youth Programme. He did a 

wonderful job with the youth 

and is missed by them.   

Phil Winslow stepped up and 

took over from Paul for which 

we are very grateful.  We are so 

fortunate to have people who 

take the interest in our youth 

that they do.  The youth are an 

integral part of our worship.  

Their participation in our 

services is a joy to us all. 

 

Our Refugee Sponsorship 

Committee has been set up and 

the raising of funds began.  

This is a huge undertaking and 

we thank John Amesbury for 

his time that he so freely gives.  

We ask that you remain 

prayerful, remembering all the 

time and effort that is still 

required to see this through to 

completion.  

 

Our annual St. 

Patrick‟s Day 

celebration Irish 

supper was 

again a huge 

success.  It is amazing how 

many Irishman there are in our 

church.  If everyone wearing 

green who were working at the 

supper, I would say about 

105% of the congregation is 

Irish. As always it was a 

delicious meal. 

 

Just as you thought we would 

never see spring, along comes 

the Spring Fling. Of course 

there was great food to be 

consumed and was followed by 

a silent auction.  Our world 

class auctioneers, Ted and Phil, 

were on hand and as always 

they were in top form. 

 

Going forward we have our May 

Market coming up on May 20th.  

Thanks to Phil for co-ordinating 

this with assistance from the 

ACW, and a special thank you 

to everyone who helps make 

this a success.  Plants, yummy 

baked goods and of course 

lovely 

matured 

manure. 

 

Everyone 

likes fireworks 

and Rob and 

Mary Ellen McCamus are 

hosting an evening of hot dogs, 

desserts followed by fireworks.  

Normally a small donation is 

asked to help cover the cost of 

the fireworks but this year any 

donations will be going in 

support of the victims of the 

Fort McMurray fires.  Thank you 

to Rob and Mary Ellen for your 

generosity and for inviting us to 

your farm. 
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Rogation Sunday is May 29th.  

This is the time of year for the 

blessing of the crops, animals, 

our gardens and to give thanks 

for the food on our table.  This  

service is held outside, weather 

permitting so come and give 

thanks for the many things God 

has provided for us. 

 

Decoration service is June 12th 

at 3:00 P.M.  We remember 

those who are now living with 

our Heavenly Father. 

 

July is our yard sale and there 

are many bargains to be had.  

See you there. 

 

 

We wish you many blessings and a safe summer. 

Your Wardens  

Paul, Sharon, Ted & Phil. 

 

 

ADOPT-A-ROAD 

SPRING CLEAN-UP 

On Sunday, April 24th, a group 

from our congregation, both 

young and “the more mature”, 

did a clean-up along County 

Road 10 from Ida to Cavan.  

We filled ten large bags with 

recyclables and another eight 

with garbage.  In addition we 

found one large sign on a metal 

post, a small amount of scrap 

metal and 20 cans of paint, 18 

of them at the same location, 

the northern edge of Cavan 

village.  Considering that we did 

a similar clean-up last October, 

most of this must have been 

thrown on the roadside over the 

last few months. 

 

Each Adopt-A-Road event is a 

learning experience.  How 

some people can be so 

concerned about the 

appearance of their own car or 

home and have so little regard 

for public spaces is 

confirmation of our fallen 

nature, human self-

centeredness.  It also makes us 

reflect in a personal way on 

how each of us treats our 

environment, not just the 

roadsides but the world at 

large. 

After our work we gathered in 

the hall for a lunch of wild leek 

soup, sandwiches and gourmet 

hotdogs.  Our next Adopt-A-

Road Day will be after one of 

our worship services in 

October.  Please consider 

joining us. 
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OUTREACHOUTREACHOUTREACHOUTREACHOUT 

                                                                                                                   John Amesbury 

Here’s some news from Faithworks as it celebrates its 20th anniversary: 

             Since 1996, Faithworks has raised more than $25 million in support of outreach ministry throughout 

our diocese, across Canada, and around the world. 

              Parishes raised $15.2 million of the overall total. 

              Between 1997 and 2015, St. John‟s, Ida raised $75,182 on behalf of our Faithworks partners. This 

puts St. John‟s in the top 20 parishes in terms of dollars raised. The amount of your generosity is even more 

remarkable when we take into account that at 5% of our total parish offertory, St. John‟s continues to be a 

diocesan leader in proportional giving to Faithworks. 

               Our parish Faithworks focus will take place in late May and early June. Watch for your personal 

invitation to help in supporting this widespread ministry. Thanks for your ongoing support. Got questions about 

what Faithworks is?? Talk to an Outreach Committee members (Don Winslow, Susan Waldon, Moyra 

Seabright, Carol Ann Killian, John Amesbury). 

News, too, from Pikangikum: 

                 Remember last December and Advent Conspiracy?? A report about Pikangikum was distributed in 

April. Ask John Amesbury if you missed this, and would like one. Do you feel overwhelmed by the depth of 

needs among Indigenous people in Canada?? Here is a way to help meet a very practical need in 

Pikangikum: 

As you may know, Pikangikum suffered a tragic house fire last month in which 9 people died. Jim 

Dawson, a member of the Pikangikum Working Group, has created an initiative to place a high quality 

smoke detector in every Pikangikum home. Each detector costs $30. You can buy one of these smoke 

detectors for PIkangikum by going to this website: 

www.protectpik.weebly.com 

 The Outreach Committee has donated excess funds from the recent Outreach lunch to this fund. Thanks 

again. From your generosity, we were able to buy more than 2 of these smoke detectors.    

We are planning a series of events for the coming months to focus on reconciliation with indigenous peoples, 

as recommended in last winter‟s Truth and Reconciliation vestry motion. 

Refugee Sponsorship news: 

                 Many thanks for the response to our appeal for temporary accommodation for a refugee family. 

There have been a number of offers made for us to follow up. A draft budget has been drawn up, and now we 

wait with patience to hear when a family will be allotted to us to help settle in a new life.  

“----Live by the Holy Spirit‟s power-------the fruit the Holy Spirit produces is love, joy and peace. It is being 

patient, kind and good. It is being faithful and gentle and having control of one‟s self---------Let us not become 

tired of doing good.”     (Galatians 5 - 6) 
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FLAME (Fellowship and Learning for Anglican Men’s Enrichment) 

All Men are invited to this year‟s FLAME conference which will be 

on October 28th to 30th, at the Salvation Army Conference Centre in 

Jackson‟s Point. The speaker will be The Right Rev. Mark 

McDonald, the Anglican Church of Canada‟s first National 

Indigenous Bishop. This year‟s theme: “You are my refuge and my 

stronghold, my God in whom I trust.” (Psalm 91). To find out more 

speak to some of the men here at St. John‟s. To register go to: 

www.flameconference.ca/toronto.  

 

 

St. John’s Church Choir 
During the weeks since Easter, our choir has been 

diligently practising new contemporary hymns as 

well as mastering two new anthems for our 

Pentecost and Decoration Day services.  

“Let the Flame Burn Brighter”, our anthem for 
Pentecost Sunday, is a brilliant, spirit-filled 
composition by English composer, Graham 
Kendrick, originally written to celebrate March for 
Jesus which began as City March in London in 
1987.  Over the next three years this movement 
spread across the UK, Europe and North America, 
and finally across the world. Hundreds of smaller 
marches emerged in its wake.  It is estimated that, 
by the final Global March for Jesus on 10 June 
2000, over 60 million people in 180 nations had 
taken part in the March for Jesus as they prayed to 
Jesus and sang “Let the Flame Burn Brighter”. 

Graham Kendrick is a writer of many contemporary 

hymns such as “The Servant King”, “Knowing You, 

Jesus”, and “Meekness and Majesty”.  He has 

received world-wide recognition for his hymn, 

“Shine, Jesus, Shine”. 

 

The anthem for our Decoration Day service, “The 

Power of Your Love”, written by Australian 

composer, Geoff Bullock, addresses the 

overwhelming hope and comfort we all are able to 

receive through the Holy Spirit when we seek and 

receive God‟s love and grace. 

 

 

During our Rogation Service on May 29th, the “St. 

John‟s Band” will once again be accompanying us 

with their uplifting playing.  Thank you so much Don 

Winslow, Jason Conrad and Chris Killian for always 

being willing to share your special musical talents 

with us!! 

 

We are all so delighted to have had Adrian Olley 

join our choir!  Welcome, Adrian!!  Don has finally 

got a buddy to sing the bass voice with him!! 

 

Special thanks are extended once again to 

Catherine Hawley for so beautifully enhancing our 

Easter and Pentecost services with her ethereal 

flute accompaniments.  Catherine always 

comments on how much she feels the Holy Spirit at 

work within her when she plays in our church. Many 

of us have also remarked that we always share in 

that same powerful experience as Catherine plays.  

Thank you so much, Catherine! 

 

As our choir practices will soon draw to a close, I 

wish to sincerely thank all of the members of our 

church choir.  It is truly a joy to work with such 

dedicated, enthusiastic singers who derive so much 

pleasure from praising our Lord with their singing.  

Thank you, St. John‟s choir, for all that you are and 

all that you do!  You are indeed a blessing to all of 

us!   

                                                    Linda Parsons
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A NOTE FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION… 

During Lent three groups in our congregation 

studied the book, “God in My Everything” by Ken 

Shigematsu, the pastor of a large church in 

Vancouver.  Having attended a conference at a 

monastery in Ireland, Pastor Ken came to realize 

how important “the Rule of Life” was to the 

brothers and sisters who live and work within 

monastic communities.  Living as a monk or a 

nun obeying rules conjures up images of long 

hours of silence, of praying in the middle of 

the night, lengthy studies of scripture and 

numerous church services.  But this is not 

what “a Rule of Life” is about.  

The word “rule” comes from the Greek word for 

“trellis”.  So just as a trellis supports a vine and 

helps it  to grow and flourish, “a Rule of Life” 

strengthens us in our daily lives and assists our 

growth physically, emotionally, mentally and 

spiritually.  A Rule of Life helps each of us to 

become the person God wants us to be despite the 

rapid pace of our lives and the chaotic situations we 

may at times find ourselves in.  

The trellis has three upright posts: prayer, Sabbath 

and sacred reading.  There are three cross pieces: 

1. Relate {family, friends, sexuality},   2. Restore   

{body, play, money}, 3. Reach Out   {work, justice, 

witness}.  By prayerfully reflecting on our 

circumstances and needs we draw up our own Rule 

of Life using the trellis as a guide.  The Rule will be 

particular to each of us providing guidelines to help 

us stay healthy, use our money and time wisely, 

our relationships with family and friends to 

flourish and give us time with God so we can 

mature spiritually. A Rule of Life is flexible.  It 

can alter over time as the circumstances 

of our lives change. It can bend to 

accommodate unpredictable 

occurrences.  In monastery life, monks 

and nuns will break a period of fasting in 

order to provide hospitality to an unexpected guest.  

However, by intentionally committing ourselves to 

follow our Rule of Life, we give God a greater 

opportunity to shape us into the people he would 

have us be. 

The book, “God in My Everything” by Ken 

Shigematsu is available in our church library.  It is 

well worth reading and hopefully will inspire you to 

make “a Rule of Life“ of your own. 

 

 

 

Augusto Nenez’s Ordinatifn at The Cherch ff St. Jede Wexford in Scarborough                                                                                                   

January 24, 2016 
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Let Your Wish Become a Prayer 

There’s no problem too big 

and no question too small. 

Just ask God in faith 

and He’ll answer them all. 

Not always at once 

so be patient and wait. 

For God never comes 

too soon or too late— 

So trust in His wisdom 

and believe in His word. 

For no prayer’s unanswered 

and no prayer unheard. 

              Helen Steiner Rice   

  

Rural Connections ... 
This lunchtime ministry is such 

a delightful outreach to the 

community around us. On the 

first Wednesday of the month, 

folks from Cavan, Millbrook , 

Omemee and Peterborough 

come out to mingle with each 

other and visit over a meal 

prepared by Sharon Dickinson 

and her crew; have their blood 

pressure checked by Jean Lush 

and her team; and listen to an 

enlightening talk by a speaker 

invited by Jean. 

This winter/spring we have 

enjoyed a humorous trip down 

memory lane with Phil Winslow 

as he recounted tales of life as 

a young boy at the old 

Beechwood School. We also 

gained new insight into the 

amazing difference „Dog 

Guides‟ make in the lives of 

people with a variety of needs. 

The skills of these dogs allow 

some folk to live independently 

rather than in a care facility. (As 

an aside, there is a „Walk‟ 

taking place on May 29th in 

support of this program and 

some of our local Lions will be 

involved. If you would like to 

sponsor anyone, let Nancy 

Hodgkinson or Paul Holder 

know).  

In May, Trish Mills‟ brother, 

George Parker, gave a 

masterful account of the way 

our townships and counties 

were established. It was great 

to have a number of members 

of the Millbrook Historical 

Society join us. They were so 

delighted with George‟s 

presentation that they hope to 

invite him to speak on the Rice 

Lake Railroad at one of their 

future meetings.  

On June 1st, we look forward to 

hearing from Fran Fearnley 

owner of the Rice Lake Gallery. 

This gallery, which you can 

roam free of charge, features 

sculptures from Zimbabwe. 

Each summer Fran invites an 

artist to come over and sculpt 

on site. Funds raised help 

support children in Zimbabwe.  

Please consider joining us at 

noon in June!  
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     The youth group has 
continued to meet every Friday 
from 6:30  pm to 8:30 pm.   Our 
group ranges in age from 10 to 
18, and we are always open to 
new members or friends of 
existing members.  We always 
have a bible study with 
discussion, and we usually get 
some interesting questions to 
ponder.  So far we have studied 
God in nature, God's love for 
youth, the book of Ruth, and 
the gospel of Mark.  We rotate 
through the month with games 
night, gym night, a service 
activity (usually cooking) and 
some kind of arts activity.  In 
the kitchen, we prepared both 
meals and muffins to be 
available for people who are ill 
or going through a challenging 
time in their lives.   We try to 
sing most times we get  

 
 
 
 
 
together, and we 
have strong 
leadership from 
David Nunez and 
Tim Mills.  Our 
drumming section, 
while sometimes a 
little over 

enthusiastic, is joyful to hear.  
We also had a lesson on 
cartooning from our resident  
artist, Sam Nunez.   
 
     At the gym, we play lively 
games of basketball, volleyball, 
floor hockey and European 
handball.  We often have 
visitors, both young and old, 
who add to our numbers.  The 
more the merrier.  These are 
the nights where I am reminded 
how old I am.  On games night, 
we try out a variety of games, 
including the old classic Pit 
game, which can get noisy 
quickly.  We also enjoy snacks 
each night.  We try to include 
healthy food along with the not 
as healthy, so everyone can 
make good choices. Future 
plans include an evening at 
Langley Park on Morton Line.  
We have an inside connection 
through Jason Conrad, and we 

hope to spend some time 
cooking hot dogs around a 
campfire. 
 
       It is a real privilege to 
spend time with such an 
amazing group of young 
people.  The leadership and 
example of our senior youth, 
both young men and young 
women, is a wonderful gift.  We 
are blessed to have them in our 
church family.  I am especially 
grateful to Rev. Peter for his 
patient and constant 
assistance.  He is with us every 
night, and is fully engaged in all 
our activities.  He is a 
tremendous example to the 
youth.  I am also very grateful 
to the many ladies who have 
helped us with our cooking 
nights, the many parents, 
grandparents and caregivers 
who are so faithful and 
dependable in driving to and 
from the church, and all who 
support our group with prayers 
and encouragement.   Our 
attendance has ranged from a 
high of 12 to 15 to a low of 2.  
We probably average 8 or 9.  
Please continue to remember 
us in your prayers. 
 

Phil Winslow 
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Shurling 

 

What a peculiar term!   What it is, is a combined 

game of shuffleboard and curling 

played by participating individuals or teams on a 

table designed specifically to accommodate  

such.  From our St. John's family, we have a 

number of men who compete on a regular 

basis over an eight month period with each player 

having 6 to 7 games.  These games 

are hosted by Bill Montgomery at his home.  The 

table was graciously loaned to us by the wife 

(Gail) of the late Nigel Stephens, a former 

parishioner, who initiated a tournament which we 

have since carried on.  We play on the second and 

fourth Wednesdays of the month from late 

September through April with playoffs to follow.  It 

is a time of great fun, laughter and fellowship.  The 

games usually take place at 2:00 pm. 

 

Should you be interested in taking part in this 

tournament and can spare the time, please speak  

to Bill at 705-750-0550.  New players are always 

welcome.  

  

 

 

An Ode to Shurling          by Bob Spitz 

 
"Shurling is finished for another year. 
Memories to be held ever so dear. 
Starting with shuffleboard then taking a break,  
Curling was played next, more points were at stake. 
Some games were close, others not so, 
But always we had respect for our foe. 
The competition was fierce; camaraderie was the true winner, For all that played, season pros or a beginner. 
Time for reflection - our thoughts are with Nigel still, as we give thanks to our gracious host, Bill. 
Good times - Good friends - Good Night. 
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Smart Program 

 The exercise class ended the winter/spring on April 

28th, there are usually 16-20 participants who 

faithfully attend every Thursday. The feedback has 

been positive, with people stating how their balance 

and muscle tone has improved. George 

Dimascakos from VON asked to let St. John's know 

how thankful they are for the use of the church, and 

also for the leaders who volunteer. 

For anyone who would like to join the exercise 

program, the fall start up will be in September the 

date will be put in the church bulletin, come and 

enjoy a hour of great exercise and meet a super 

group of people, this is such a wonderful outreach 

program . We give praise and thanksgiving to our 

Lord for His many blessings. 

 

Prayer Chain       

We are so thankful for God's 

blessings on this ministry in our church, and for the 

dedicated members of the prayer chain who 

faithfully pray in confidence through Jesus Christ 

for the request made by others.  

We humbly come before the Lord with these 

concerns, lifting them up and praying for His peace,  

 

comfort, healing and guidance, for those going 

through times of illness, grief and anxiety.  

We also give praise and thanksgivings for prayers 

answered, and remember to pray for ourselves.   

 Colossians 4: 2   Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving 

St. John’s Quilters for Cancer 

Be strong and of good courage, do not be afraid, 

Nor dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.   Joshua 1:9             
2016 got off to a sad 
start with the sudden 
and unexpected death 
of one of our 
members.  Sherri 
Feeney was an 
energetic, friendly and 
talented lady who 
quilted with us for the 
last several years.  We 

miss her presence in our group. 

Our quilting machine had been giving us some 
trouble of late, but it has been serviced, had a part 
replaced and is back in good running order.  Now 
we have to get busy and complete the twenty-five 
quilt tops waiting to be done!  Needless to say we 

have our work cut out for us from now until the end 
of June. 
 
Quilts for Cancer Peterborough County, our parent 
group, gave out thirty-four quilts in April so the need 
is still great.  If you know someone battling cancer 
and would like to request a quilt for them you may 
do so by email at cancerquiltsptbo@gmail.com or 
by telephone at 705-
875-5596. 
 
Blessings, 
    Marion  Montgomery 

 

     Sherri Feeney 

mailto:cancerquiltsptbo@gmail.com


                                                                                                                                               

In April I had the privilege of 

travelling to Penhurst in 

southwest England to 

participate in a retreat with six 

other women (Catherine 

Hawley, who plays flute at St. 

John‟s on occasion, was with 

me).   The retreat, called „Seek 

My Face‟, was led by Jennifer 

Rees Larcombe (some women 

may remember Jen speaking at 

AWARE).  She runs Beauty 

from Ashes (BFA) ministry, 

grounded in Isaiah 61:1-3. 

BFA has at its heart those who 

experience wounds from loss, 

pain or heartache.  Through 

teaching, counsel and prayer 

she gently, respectfully, and 

creatively invites Jesus into the 

situation.  Each lady was given 

time everyday to meet with her. 

And Jen knows from 

experience how tough life can 

get--- she is a „wounded 

healer‟---- knows the pain of 

severe dyslexia, paralysis for 8 

years and a broken marriage.  

She offers no quick, pat 

answers to pain; but, guided by 

the Holy Spirit, she „links arms 

with the Lord and seems to join 

His hand to those of the one 

she‟s praying with‟. Jen helps 

create a space amid the pain 

for God to fill with His presence. 

She often gave us some 

„homework‟ to help the process.  

Jen would acknowledge there is 

much of this that is a holy 

mystery, but she is His servant 

and it was remarkable (and 

comforting) how tailor-made 

these „exercises‟ were to the 

unique circumstances of our 

lives.  What a time of freedom 

and peace I experienced! 

For more information please 

see 

www.beautyfromashes.co.uk  

there you will find Jen‟s tiny 

(almost) daily blog with life-

giving words. 

                          Trish Mills 

 

    

 

 Messy Church is St. 

John‟s offering of an 

alternate form of 

worship to families in 

the broader 

community around 

us as well as families 

within our church. Moms, Dads, Grandparents, and 

friends come with kids. 

We have had an active winter and spring. Our 

themes have focused on how and why we observe 

a Holy Lent; Holy Week- Palm Sunday, Good 

Friday, and the victorious celebration of Easter 

Day; lastly, Pentecost and the power of the Holy 

Spirit in our lives. 

Sarah Kydd, Tanya Conrad and Nancy Hodgkinson 

have led a band of enthusiastic warriors, Sharon 

Dickinson, Jean Lush, Seanagh Murdoch, Cathy 

and Gerald Guenkel, Ted Hodgkinson, Don 

Winslow and Abbey Conrad, who hosted a variety 

of craft and game centers each month. Our worship 

team, David Nunez on guitar, Pastor Peter, Deb 

Wilson, Trish Mills, brought the families into the 

church for song, story and prayer. Last but certainly 

not least, Susan Waldon and Rachel Rodosky 

prepared and served a sumptuous meal before we 

all departed for home and bed (7pm!). 

We are thankful to God for all He provides- gifts of 

creativity, joy, patience, kindness, faithfulness, 

discernment exhibited in those who make Messy 

Church possible.  

If you would like to join the team in the fall, we are 

always open to more assistants and ideas; talk to 

Tanya, Nancy or Pastor Peter.
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Anglican Church Women (ACW)  
 

The Women in the church 

continue to support this ministry 

of serving others and offering 

hospitality. 

We continue to prepare and 

serve dinners for the Lions‟ 

Club when asked. When a 

request comes to us for a 

funeral reception, we call for 

help and always find willing 

helpers. We helped with the 

organizing of the Irish Supper. 

We will do the same for the 

May Market by requesting pies, 

preserves, plants and people to 

price and sell things. There are 

dinners and lunches already 

booked for the fall. 

We hosted a successful „Spring 

Fling‟ pot luck supper and silent 

auction at which we raised 

about $360 and a lot of laughs 

with auctioneers Phil and Ted. 

We continue to support 

outreach projects - a foster 

child, Kiva, the refugee fund, 

and  funds for kids going to 

camp. Within the church, we try 

to keep the kitchen up to date 

with needed supplies. At 

present, we are investigating 

the purchase of new more 

efficient stoves. 

We have sold many of the fruit 

pies in our freezer and are 

preparing to have a „spring‟ pie 

bake in May. Don‟t forget to 

purchase yours before they are 

all gone!! 

We meet on an „as needed, 

basis. All women are welcome 

to join us any time.  We try to 

post our dates in the bulletin or 

check with Nancy Hodgkinson 

(944-5356).  

                             

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

Grown men playing in ‘poop’ 

Manure being bagged for the May Market 
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