
Good News Conversa-

tions 

I write this on the evening 

after our Focus on Minis-

try Weekend with Harold 

Percy.  One of the ques-

tions that came up over 

the weekend in various 

ways was: how might we 

talk to friends, family, 

neighbours and acquaint-

ances (people who sit 

next to us at hockey 

games) about God and 

our faith in Jesus Christ?   

 

Tim Keller, an author and 

pastor of a church in New 

York City gave the fol-

lowing suggestions, in a 

recent article, about how 

we might naturally, in the 

give and take of a conver-

sation, take a step toward 

sharing our faith with 

those around us.  The 

items toward the bottom 

of the list are more chal-

lenging but we donôt want 

to make the mistake of 

thinking that since we 

would find  # 11 difficult, 

it means we canôt 

start with #ôs 1, 2 and 

3.  In any event, peo-

ple who become fol-

lowers of Jesus usu-

ally do so as a result 

of the influence of a 

number of people, 

not just one individ-

ual.  We are, after all, 

part of the Body, as 

St. Paul says.  It is 

important to recog-

nize that engaging in 

these types of conver-

sations does not re-

quire a lot of techni-

cal theological 

knowledge; it is 

about speaking from 

our own experience, 

and we are the ex-

perts when it comes 

to that!  Finally, 

when our conversa-

tions are ñfull of 

grace and seasoned 

with saltò (Colossians 

4:6), in other words 

motivated by com-

passion and love for 

our neighbour, we 

will plant seeds and 

have fruitful ex-

changes with those 

around us. I am con-

fident that, as we 

pray in our mission 

prayer God will ñhelp 

us become more ef-

fective in reaching 

out to help others be-

come committed fol-

lowers of Jesus.ò 

 

Here is Tim Kellerôs 

list. 

1. Let others know 

of your Christian 

faith and activities in 

natural ways (e.g. 

talking casually about 

church attendance 

and events). 

2. Ask questions 

about other peopleôs 

beliefs and experi-

ences with faith and 

church and simply 

listen appreciatively 

and sympathetically. 

3.   Describe briefly 

and naturally how  
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you process some difficult per-

sonal problemðsome misfor-

tune or some mistreatmentðby 

using your faith to help you get 

strength or grant forgiveness.  
4.    Offer to pray regularly for a 

friend, neighbour, or colleague 

who is facing a challenging 

situation. 
5.     Share your spiritual 

ónarrativeôðyour testimony of 

Christian experience.  
6.     Offer books or recordings 

about Christian issues and dis-

cuss them. 

7.     Initiate a discussion about a 

friendsô biggest problem or ob-

jection to Christianity.  
8.     Invite friends to venues 

where they meet other followers 

of Jesus but donôt listen to gos-

pel communication.  

9.     Offer and then read a part 

of the Bible togetherð

preferably one of the gospelsð

to discuss the character of Jesus. 

10. Invite friends to venues 

where they hear the gospel com-

municated. 
 

11.    Share the basics of the 

Christian faith with your friend, 

lay out how to become a fol-

lower of Jesus, and invite them 

to make a commitment. 
     

     Grace and Peace,  

                   Peter 
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A Message from Peter+                                               (contôd from page 1) 

Hey Jim, where did you catch the fish?  

Jim repliesé.óin the mouthó 
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PARISH BARBEQUE     JUNE 26TH, 2011 at McCamus Farm 



I have had a month lay off while we packed 
and moved and am now ready to accept alumi-
num cans for crushing and trading for money. I 
have nearly $150.00 to turn in from can crush-
ing so far this year which will pay for 4+ kits so 
keep those cans coming.  

     The Can Man 

      (a.k.a. Fred Marshall) 
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Soccer Game at Maple Leaf Park 

 

THE CAN MANé.          ñSleeping Children Around the Worldò 

Soccer  Game 

At Maple Leaf Park 
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To find out more about Sleeping Children           
 Around the World visit: 

                     www.scaw.org 


