
    

 

St. Johnôs, Ida 

Some Thoughts on Work  
 

O ur culture expresses conflicting 

views about the place and value of 

work.  On the one hand there is the song, 

On the Big Rock Candy Mountain, (made 

popular by the movie O Brother where art 

Thou), that idealizes the life of leisure.  

The   chorus has the line, ñIôm a-goinô 

stay where you sleep all day.  Where they 

hung the jerk that invented work, on the 

Big Rock Candy Mountainsò.  And then 

there is the saying that was quite 

popular a few years ago, 

ñTGIFò (Thank God itôs Friday).  

The idea being we have come 

through another work-week and 

we can now enjoy life, at least for 

two days.  On the other hand, some 

people work incredibly long hours 

to get ahead or maybe just to stay 

afloat.  And for some putting in 

long hours is a badge of honour. 

 

The Bible and the Christian tradi-

tion place a high value on work.  

Right from the opening words of 

Genesis we meet God who is a 

worker.  ñBy the seventh day God 

had finished the work he had been 

doing; so on the seventh day he rested 

from all his work.ò  In the New Testa-

ment we see that God didnôt stop at crea-

tion but that he continues to work out his 

purposes for the world.   St. Paul declares, 

ñébeing confident of this, that he who 

began a good work  in you will carry it on 

to completion until the day of Christ    

Jesus.ò 

 

We are given work to do.  ñThe Lord God 

took the man and put him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it and take care of it.ò Work 

is not a kind of punishment that resulted 

from human disobedience; it was part of 

Godôs original plan for humanity.  In fact 

in the New Testament, St. Paul goes so far 

as to say, ñthose who do not work are not to eat.ò  

The assumption is that they are capable of work-

ing and there is work available for them to do.  

However, that is not the case for most people 

today who are unemployed. 

 

The point is: work is good.  For most of us, 

whether at home or outside the home, work is a 

significant part of our life.  In a talk to young 

people who are learning to follow Jesus, John 

Bowen (Professor at Wycliffe College) cautions 

them not to make the mistake of ranking work 

from what they perceive to be the most 

ñspiritualò, with mission-

ary, pastor, physician, 

nurse and teacher at the 

top, to the least ñspiritualò 

with lawyer and politi-

cian, at the bottom.   

Bowen says that all work 

brings together the ideas 

in Genesis 2:15.  All work 

includes exercising power 

(ñwork the Gardenò) and 

serving (ñtake care of itò).  

We are to use the skill and 

power God gives us to 

serve others.  When we 

look at work this way any 

kind of work is spiritual 

and is an opportunity for us to fulfill Godôs origi-

nal intention. 

 

Work is good.  It is not something to be avoided 

but neither is it something to be compulsive 

about.  We need to learn the discipline of observ-

ing a Sabbath.  We are asked to trust that if we 

take a rest from our labour we will have enough 

for what we need (food on our table, clothes on 

our back and a roof over our head). 

 

For those who are looking for work I pray that 

the Lord will lead you to a place where you can 

use your skill and power to serve 

others and   provide for yourself 

and your family. 

                               Peter 
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St. Johnôs, Ida 

A s we head into the fall, it is 
always so exciting to see 

the start-up of our normal yearly 
activities such as Sunday 
School, Tuesday night dinners 
and Bible Studies.  Both our 
October Run and Dickens Night 
committees are up and 'running' 
as well.  Our thanks go out to all 
those who contribute their time 
and energy in these and other 
areas. 
 
       For those who notice a new 
look to the front of the church, 
we have removed the large 
shrubs which had gotten away 
on us and actually concealed 
the view of our front door from 
County Road 10.  At the very 
least our view is much improved 
now and one can look in or out 
much more easily.  It also 
opens up the view of the lovely 
garden and cemetery entrance 
at the south-east corner of the 
church. Our main purpose in 
removing the shrubs was to be 
able to do work on the rock wall 
which faces the cement stair-
way to the church.  It needs a 
great deal of repair.  We have 
put in a temporary covering on 
the wall until we can do a per-
manent repair in the future.   
 
       At the other end of the 
church, you might also notice a 
significant repair.  We had 
McCausland Stained Glass 
Company inspect and paint the 
woodwork around our Good 
Shepherd window.  More signifi-
cantly, they installed a tem-
pered-glass cover with proper 
ventilation holes over the out-
side of the window.  They did 
an excellent job and this should 

provide protection for the win-
dow for the long-term.  Some 
people have already noticed 
that it brightens up the chancel 
area.   
 
     It is also important to notice 
the up-keep and changes made 
to our garden areas around the 
church and hall.  Ken Johnston 
and Wanda Buttimor deserve a 
huge thanks for their creative 

energies here.  Ted Hodgkinson 
also does a wonderful job main-
taining the quiet garden. This is 
certainly a labour of love and 
we are so used to enjoying the 
flowers and greenery that we 
may not realize the hours put in 
to their care.  Ken and Fred 
Marshall also deserve a huge 
thanks for the many days of 
work they have put into the re-
pairs and painting in the front 
entrance way to the church, un-
der the bell tower.   The war-
dens are grateful to the many 
people who volunteer their time 
to the maintenance and beauti-
fication of church property.   
 
     We also want to thank the 
ACW for a generous financial 
contribution to the church and 
also for leading the way in hav-

ing our hall and kitchen 
floors cleaned.  If you have 
picked up the new hall tables 
you will also want to thank the 
ACW for extending the life of 
your back.  God has blessed us 
richly through the faithful work 
of our ACW ladies. 
 
     It is great to see the resil-
ience and positive faith shown 
by our Refugee Committee as 

they prayerfully plan to con-
tinue their efforts to bring a 
family to Canada.  While the 
last effort did not turn out the 
way they anticipated, the 
committee can take credit for 
bringing a family to Canada, 
for possibly saving their lives 
and for re-uniting a family 
separated for over 10 years.  
As part of the process, they 
also introduced us to a new 
and wonderful family who 

have joined our congregation. 
God works in ways that we 
don't always understand. 
 
    Our yard sale in the summer 
was definitely a success and we 
anticipate a successful fall mar-
ket in October.  Please think of 
what you can contribute.  Mark 
October 2 on your calendar and 
work up an appetite for our fa-
mous sausages.   
 
     Please continue to pray for 

St. John's and for Peter and 

your wardens.  Don't hesitate to 

bring any concerns or ideas to 

our attention.  We need and ap-

preciate your support. 

           Phil, Jim, Nancy & Bev 

  

W ardensô Report     Phil, Jim, Nancy, Bev 

  Our thanks go out 
to all those who  
contribute their 
time and  
energy.  
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St. Johnôs, Ida 

 

 
 

 

     CAVAN HILLS ÀCOUNTRY RUN  

     Are you ready?......ñOn your 
mark. Get set. GO!ò  
In another few weeks these words 
will be spoken loudly, and then the 
sound of many feet (and a few 
paws) running and walking will be 
heard along the Winslow ¼ Line as 
participants begin their race in ear-
nest.  Thatôs right:  the sixth annual 
Cavan Hills À Country Run will 
soon be taking place, on Saturday, 
October 16th.  This fun event in-
cludes a 10K Run, a 10K Walk, and 

a 4K Run/Walk and is open to peo-
ple of all ages, whether a competi-
tive runner or walker, or someone 
who takes a more leisurely pace.  
Everyone will enjoy the beautiful 
scenery and panoramic views of 
the autumn countryside as they 
take part in this challenging event!  
In past years we have had people 
join us from as far away as To-
ronto, Kingston and Orillia, as well 
as from our church family, and 
many places in between. 
     The organizing committee has 
been busy as usual these past few 
months preparing for this yearôs 
event.  Our brochure has been up-
dated with a new look, and Mary 

Ellen McCamus/Exit Realty has 
once again generously provided 
the printing of hundreds of these 
brochures.  Thank you so much for 
this Mary Ellen! 
 
We have been approaching many 
local businesses with requests for 
donations of goods or financial as-
sistance, and we have quite a num-
ber of businesses that continue to 
support us year after year.   Al-
though their donations are directly 
enabling us to host this event, they 
are ultimately being multiplied and 
donated to St. Johnôs Outreach ef-
forts.  Race participants are being 
encouraged to collect pledges, and 
we have included an incentive if 
minimum pledge amounts are met.  
This year, as in past years, funds 
raised will support Homegrown 
Homes Peterborough, as well as 
other organizations supported by 
Outreach.  Homegrown Homes is a 
non-profit organization providing 
safe, affordable homes for low-
income families in our community, 
and recently received the honour of 
ñOutstanding Finalistò in the World 
Habitat Awards 2009/2010!  This is 
quite an amazing achievement! 

 
     We will soon be recruiting volun-
teers to help with this event.  As 
many of you know, a lot of people 
are needed in order for this event 
to take place and run smoothly.  
Our past participants have always 
appreciated the friendly and helpful 
volunteers who greet them and 
guide them on their way.  There are 
various jobs available, and we are 
usually finished by noon.  We 
would appreciate it very much if 
you would sign up to help out at 
this eventéthat is, if you are not 
already registered to walk or run a 
race!  If you are unable to volun-
teer, perhaps you would like to 
make a pledge to someone who is 
participating in a race, or you can 
come out to cheer on the partici-
pants and enjoy the lively            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
atmosphere!    
If you would like to register for a 
race you may do so by filling out 
the form in the brochure (on the 
hall table) and giving it and the reg-
istration fee to Sandy Scholes or 
Linda Morrice,.  You may also reg-
ister online at our Race site within 
www.runningroom.com .   
 
     We are looking forward to an-
other successful Cavan Hills À 
Country Run on October 16th.   We 
hope everybody will enjoy them-
selves, and expect that funds and 
awareness will be raised for St. 
Johnôs Outreach.  Thank you to our 
church family for your support, and 
to the dedicated organizing com-
mittee for their great work and com-
mitment to this event.  Faith works 
wonders.   
 
    ñéand let us run with persever-
ance the race set before us, look-
ing to Jesus the pioneer and per-
fecter of our faithéò 

                                                                                 
Hebrews 12:  1,2 

 
        Faithfully submitted  
                     by Sandy Scholes 

http://www.runningroom.com/
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St. Johnôs, Ida    YOUTH  MINISTRY                                     WHAT THE YOUTH ARE DOINGé 

 

YOUTH GROUPS 
 
After a fun summer, we're happy to get back to our awesome weekly 
schedules. Senior Youth meets every Tuesday night at 7:00pm and Junior 
Youth every other Sunday after church for lunch, bible study and an 
activity! 
 
If you're a kid or teen, we would love to have you 
come out and join us. 
We think that you are special and unique. We 
welcome you to grow with us in Christ and build 
relationships with your peers! 
 
For more information,  
call or talk to Sarah (Youth Worker). 

THE MISSION SHAPED CHURCH 

 

I n Canada forty years ago, most people 
went to church.  Today most people do 

not.  Consequently, the majority of people 
are unaware of the truth, relevance and 
life-giving power of Christ and His teach-
ings.  How can this Good News be 
brought to those who have no association 
with a church?  One way is to 
take the church to them.  In 
England, which has seen the 
same decline in church atten-
dance as Canada, this is  
exactly what is happening.  It is called ñthe 
Fresh Expressions Movementò.  Members 
of local congregations reach out to others 
in their community to share the Gospel by 
meeting in coffee shops, pubs and offices- 
anywhere people gather. 
The form each meeting takes varies de-
pending upon the location and make-up of 
the group- but always the intention is to 
remain faithful to Christôs teachings and 

share the faith with others. 
Are there persons in our community that 
need to hear the Gospel?  Would setting 
up a fresh      expression of church some-
where help do that?  If so, what could our 
congregation do to make this happen? 
To answer these and other questions, the 
Diocese is providing a six week course on 
being a Mission-shaped Church.  This 
course, called ñMission Shaped Introò, is 

being offered in each Episco-
pal area in the Diocese.  Since 
we are near the    centre of our 
region, the course for the Trent 
Durham area is being held 

here at St. Johnôs. 
Teams of people are expected from many 
congregations. If you would like to be part 
of our team, please speak to Rev. Peter 
(any member is welcome).  Rev. Michael     
Calderwood will lead the six consecutive 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm starting  
September 15

th
 and ending  October 20th. 
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St. Johnôs, Ida 

We now have enough cans to purchase 

ñ5ò bed kits.!!!! 

Keep those pop cans 

coming.  

 Thanks, 

     Fred Marshall  
( a.k.a. The Can Man) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To find out more about  Sleeping   
   Children  Around the World visit: 
               www.scaw.org  

THE CAN MANé..                                                     óSidewalk Children of the Third Worldô 

BIBLE STUDY  
 

Two Bible study groups are active this fall, one on 

Tuesday evening, the other Thursday 

morning.  The Tuesday group meets 

in the church hall at 7:00 pm after 

the weekly supper.  From Sept. 21st 

to Oct. 12th we will continue our 

look at the short epistles which we 

began in the spring.  Beginning Oct. 

19th we will study ñ100 Essential 

Readingsò, a series of scriptures 

from both the Old and New Testa-

ments.  Our intention is to get a 

sense of ñthe Big Pictureò as pre-

sented in the Bible.  What does it 

mean to be human?  What is the source of the division 

and strife we see throughout our society and the 

world?  Who is Jesus?  What did He accomplish?  Is 

He still active amongst us?  We will seek answers to 

these and many other questions.  As our guide we will 

use our Bible and the book, The Essential Bible 

Guide. 

 

The second study meets Thursday 

mornings at 10:00 am at the home of 

Jim McDonald in Peterborough.  Be-

ginning Sept. 23rd, we will be using a 

series of DVDs to look at ñOur Faith in 

Our Daily Livesò.  How does following 

Jesus affect the way I  live?  

 

Any one is welcome to join either of 

these study groups at any time.   

       No experience necessary. 

The Friends of Victoriaôs Quilts 

Be strong and of good courage, do not be afraid nor be dismayed for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.                 Joshua 1:9 

 

On the second and fourth Wednesday afternoon of each month the parish hall is a 

hive of activity as the ñFriends of Victoriaôs Quiltsò gather with sewing machines, 

scissors, rulers, rotary cutters, mats, thimbles, thread, etc. for a time of quilting and 

fellowship.  Contact Marion Montgomery for further information on this wonderful 

ministry.  
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St. Johnôs, Ida 

OUTREACHOUTREACHOUTREACH OUTREACHOUTREACH OUREACHOUT  

First,  a huge thank you to those who contributed to relief for victims of the flooding in  Pakistan.  
          The PWRDF will receive more than $720 from our one-Sunday  collection. This amount will 
 be eligible for matching grants from the Canadian  government. 
 
 
Coming up ï you are invited to participate in the Diocesan Poverty Diet from October 4  to October 
 8. Participants will go on a food bank diet for this time period (joining  our Bishops in so  
 doing). Participants will be given a list of food items that a person  typically receives from a 
 food bank, and then be asked to buy those food items (so no food will be diverted from food 
 banks). Sign up will begin on September 26 and  food lists will be distributed then. The goal of 
 this action is to show support for an  immediate increase in social assistance as a first step 
 towards better health and dignity for people living in poverty. The specific target is to raise  
 Social assistance payments by $100 per month. What a powerful way to reflect on blessings 
 of  abundance at Thanksgiving time, and to consider how unfairly food stocks are distributed 
 around the world, as World Food Day approaches on October 16. 
 
 
Also coming up in October will be an Outreach emphasis on the Kairos theme ï Indigenous Peoplesô 
Rights and Sustainability of the Environment. Information will be distributed, a petition will be offered 
for your signature, and a DVD will be presented. 
 
 
Also coming up in November ï  
 PWRDF Christmas cards will be offered for sale.  
 
In December, a World AIDS Day service will be held and a collection for     
 AIDS work of PWRDF will take place during Advent. 
 

 
 
 

All in all, a busy season for your Outreach Committee. 
 
 
 

OH YES ï DONôT FORGET TO CONTINUE YOUR 
SUPPORT FOR FAITHWORKS 
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St. Johnôs, Ida 

 

MEMORIAL  
Our sisters in Christ,  who have gone before us.   

 

Picture taken from July 22, 2010  issue of  ñTHE MILLBROOK TIMESò 


